Journalist Joe Williams shows how
parents can use consumer power to put
children first, shining light on the special
interests controlling our schools, where
politics and pork infuse everything and
our children's education is compromised.
He argues that increased accountability
and choice are necessary, and shows how
the people can take back the education
system, enhancing responsibility
inherent in democracy. The solution is a
new brand of hardball politics that
demands competence from school leaders
and shifts the power away from

CHEATING
OUR KIDS

e
AND GREED
~ RUIN
R

JOE WILLIAMS

bureaucrats and union leaders to the people who have the greatest
reason to put kids first: concerned parents. With practical steps and
uplifting examples of success, this is a manifesto to action.

= "A much-needed and hard-hitting look at the bizarre world of education politics

where adults fight it out over various issues and what's best for kids often comes last.

Williams' keen journalistic eye coupled with his in-depth knowledge of education
policy makes this book a must-read for anyone seeking to understand the through
the looking glass world of education politics."

--Andrew J. Rotherham, co-director of Education Sector, member of the Virginia State Board of
Education, and former White House education advisor

% "Cheating Our Kids shines a light on the distressing, sometimes darkly comic reality

of American education. In uncompromising prose rich with anecdote, Joe Williams

explains how politics, sweetheart deals, overgrown bureaucracy, union contracts, and
incompetence hinder our schools and what parents can do about it. This is one book

on schooling that parents need to read."

--Frederick M. Hess, Director of Education Policy Studies at the American Enterprise Institute and

author of Common Sense School Reform



